
EVALUATION SUMMARY 
OSPI / WA-ACTE FALL CONFERENCE “BREAKING DOWN SILOS” 

NOVEMBER 4-5, 2010 – GREAT WOLF LODGE, GRAND MOUND WA 
 
 
Objectives: 
 Participants will: 

• Learn strategies to integrate classroom instruction. 
• Understand issues and considerations surrounding developing STEM and equivalency credited courses. 
• Reflect on instructional strategies to contribute to the success of traditional and non-traditional students in the 

classroom. 
• The general themes are integrated instruction and lesson planning, resources for developing AP courses, and resources 

for developing MS / HS STEM courses. 
 

5=Excellent          4=Very Good          3=Good          2=Fair          1=Poor 
 

1. The extent to which the written objectives have been met: 4.08 

2. Participant perception of relevance and quality of the 
conference: 

4.15 

3. The extent to which the following activities have been met: 

a. Opportunities for participants to collect and analyze 
evidence related to student learning: 

3.90 

b. School and district improvement efforts: 4.03 

c. K-12 frameworks and curriculum alignment: 3.85 

d. Research-based instructional strategies and 
assessment practices: 

3.89 

e. Content of current or anticipated assignment: 4.03 

f. Building a collaborative learning community: 4.15 

4. The quality of the physical facilities: 4.56 

5. The quality of the oral presentations: 4.23 

6. The quality of the written program materials: 3.90 

7. Suggestions for improving the conference if repeated: 

 
CONTENT COMMENTS: 

• GREAT CONFERENCE OVERALL. 
• GOOD CONFERENCE AND WORTHWHILE.  THE CONFERENCE THIS YEAR WAS FAR BETTER THAN LAST YEAR--HAVING SESSIONS PUBLISHED EARLY COULD 

HELP. 
• LOVE THE LOCATION.  WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE CONFERENCE IN SPOKANE, HOWEVER. 
• WARMER TEMPERATURE IN LARGE MEETING ROOMS.  MORE HANDOUTS AND CONTACT INFORMATION. 
• GIVE A SURVEY RIGHT BEFORE THE CONFERENCE TO DETERMINE INTEREST IN EACH SESSION. 
• MANY QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED BY STATE DUE TO LEG AND POLITICAL CHANGES, WHEN WILL THE ANSWERS COME OUT? 
• GREAT JOB!  THANK YOU! 
• THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY...MORE HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES/VENDORS. 
• QUALITY CONFERENCE ALL AROUND.  GREAT BREAKOUT SESSIONS.  I ENJOYED THE STEM FOCUS; I.E., BIO MEDICAL ROBOTICS, ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESIGNER, AND MATH AND CTE CONCENTRATION. 



• REDUCE THE KEYNOTE/WELCOME PORTIONS AND ADD ANOTHER SESSION/CHOICE TIME. 
• HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONFERENCE: JAMES STONE--KEYNOTE ON THE FIRST DAY, GARY CLINTON FROM YELM--FOOD LABELS. 
• PROJECTORS ARE TOO WEAK FOR BRIGHT PROJECTION. 
• MORE FOR BUSINESS TEACHERS. 
• GOOD SESSIONS--LOTS OF INFORMATION--PARTICULARLY ENJOYED GRETA’S TALK. 
• OSPI GENERAL SESSIONS WERE TOO FOCUSED ON ADMINISTRATORS AND WERE NOT APPLICABLE TO CLASSROOM TEACHERS. 
• HAVE AS MANY TEACHERS AS POSSIBLE TEACHING THE SESSIONS. 
• OUTLINE WHO CLASS TARGETS PLEASE. 
• FARM TO FORK PRESENTATION WAS AWESOME--I THINK IT WAS VERY EFFECTIVE TO BRING STUDENTS IN TO PRESENT INFORMATION. 
• THERE IS A LOT OF INTERESTING WORK TAKING PLACE WITH MIDDLE SCHOOL STEM PROGRAMS.  I AM STILL LOOKING FOR MORE FEEDBACK ON THE CTE 

ALGEBRA 2 PILOT PROGRAM. 
• WOULD LIKE TO SEE BEST PRACTICES IN AREAS OF AUTOMOTIVE. 
• PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL PRESENTERS KNOW WE ARE ONE.  DO NOT SLAM SUBJECT AREAS JUST TO MAKE SURE ANOTHER AREA LOOKS GOOD. 
• AT SOME POINT YOU NEED TO CHANGE THE FOCUS FROM POKING AT MATH TEACHERS AND BRING TANGIBLE SOLUTION SUCH AS THE GEOMETRY IN 

CONSTRUCTION. 
• GOOD VARIETY OF PRESENTATIONS. 
• MORE VISUAL SUPPORT OF CURRICULUM AND FRAMEWORK IMPLEMENTATION.  POWERPOINTS ARE GREAT BUT GET OLD QUICK. 
• NICE JOB. 
• LOTS OF CHANCE TO LISTEN, BUT TIME TO ASK QUESTIONS AND INTERACT COULD BE LENGTHENED. 
• EXAMPLES OF TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATED. 
• ACQUIRED LESSONS (MATH) TO INCORPORATE INTO THE CLASSROOM ARE WONDERFUL. 
• BE CLEAR IN ADVANCE ABOUT SESSION OFFERINGS.  WHAT WILL BE FOCUSED.  ALTHOUGH WAS SUGGESTED WE BRING MIDDLE SCHOOL STEM 

TEACHERS, THERE WERE NOT ENOUGH RELEVANT SESSIONS FOR THEM.  I AM SO GLAD I ONLY BROUGHT 3RD YEAR MATH FOLKS.  BE MORE NARROW IN 
WHAT YOU’RE OFFERING THE OBJECTIVES COULD NOT ALL BE MET. 

• EVEN MORE HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES. 
• WOULD BE HELPFUL TO ORGANIZE PRESENTATIONS IN TRACKS FOR ADMINISTRATORS AND TEACHERS. 
• NEED TO ANCHOR THE THIRD YEAR MATH. 
• MORE TEACHER AND STUDENT PRESENTATIONS. 
• LEAVE OSPI OUT.  THEY ADD LITTLE IF ANYTHING, WHEN WE’RE TOLD WASHINGTON STATE IS GOOD AT SETTING STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENT, BUT 

WE’VE ALWAYS BEEN LACKING IN THE THIRD LEG, IT LETS US KNOW WHAT OSPI THINKS OF US AND OUR EFFORTS. 
• LOCATION OF CONFERENCE GOOD, HOTEL VERY POOR, HIGH COST AND HIGH COST OF BAD SERVICE. 
• THANKS TO THE PRESENTER FOR NOT WASTING PAPER ON HANDOUTS--MORE GREEN TECH SESSIONS. 
• THE TALKS ABOUT LEGISLATIVE ADMIN. AND LEGALITY ISSUES WERE A LITTLE LENGTHY. 
• MORE WORKSHOPS TARGETED TOWARDS AG ED CURRICULUM. 
• WISH WE HAD MORE READY-TO-USE LESSONS AND MATERIALS. 
• PLACING ALL POWERPOINTS AND HANDOUTS ON CD, FLASH DRIVES, OR WEBSITE. 
• FANTASTIC FARM TO FORK--INSPIRATIONAL!  INET AWESOME. 

 
COST COMMENTS: 

• WOULD LIKE INFO ON WAYS TO GET OUR LOANS REDUCED, PAID FOR OR WAIVED--WHEN THE SCHOOL IS NOT TITLE 1.  I WORK WITH AT-RISK KIDS AND 
70 % ARE ON FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH. 

• I THOUGHT IT WAS ODD THAT IT COST ME MORE TO GO THROUGH THE CONFERENCE RATE FOR A ROOM.  I DON’T KNOW IF YOU WERE TRYING TO 
DISCOURAGE US IN BRINGING OUR FAMILY OR NOT?  I HAVE ALWAYS LOVED THE OPPORTUNITY TO BRING THE FAMILY AND I HAVE ALWAYS THOUGHT 
YOU SUPPORTED THAT. 

 
WORKSHOP COMMENTS: 

• THE CTE TEACHERS AND PRESENTERS NEED TO BE VERY CAREFUL TO COMPLETELY EXCUSE WHAT THE “TRADITIONAL” TEACHERS DO EACH AND EVERY 
DAY.  THE TRADITIONAL TEACHERS WILL BE MORE OPT TO CHANGING WITH THE WAVE WITH A MORE POSITIVE APPROACH.  THE ROBOTICS TEACHER 
HIGHLY OFFENDED MATH TEACHERS IN THE FIRST 3 MINUTES OF HIS PRESENTATION.  THIS IS CRITICAL THAT THIS DOES NOT HAPPEN SO THAT THE OPEN 
COMMUNICATION BECOMES INSPIRING. 

• WORST PRESENTER I HAVE EVER HEARD.  HER PACING WAS SLOW AND SHE COULD HAVE SHARED THE WEBSITE AND BEEN DONE...AWFUL. 
• THE SCIENTIFIC CALCULATORS IN THE CLASSROOM WORKSHOP WAS AMAZING. 
• I ENJOYED HEARING ABOUT THE GREAT THINGS BEING DONE IN PLACES LIKE ILWACO.  IT CAN SOMETIMES BE DISHEARTENING WHEN YOU HEAR ABOUT 

HOW MANY PEOPLE DOING THAT KIND OF WORK ARE CONDITIONALLY CERTIFIED.  I AM CURIOUS ABOUT WHAT KIND OF TALKS ARE TAKING PLACE FOR 
MORE CROSS CREDITING OPTIONS.  I LIKE THE WORK BEING DONE TO MOVE US IN MORE AP DIRECTIONS AS THAT IS A HUGE FOCUS IN OUR DISTRICT.  I 
WISH THAT GENERAL BUSINESS HAD MORE AP TEACHING OPTIONS.  THE IMAGINE TOMORROW STUFF IS EXCITING AND I WILL BE LOOKING INTO IT 
SOON. 



• THE FORT VANCOUVER FARM TO FORK PROJECT WAS AN EXCELLENT WORKSHOP.  I FELT THERE WASN’T TOO MANY OTHER WORKSHOPS THAT I TOOK 
TOO MUCH FROM AS AN AGRICULTURE EDUCATOR. 

• MARC SIMMONS CTE PROVING WHAT WE KNOW WAS PACKED--PEOPLE WERE JAMMED AGAINST THE WALL, IT WAS UNCOMFORTABLE.  WE NEEDED 
ELECTRICAL OUTLETS IN THE FLOOR OR POWER STRIPS AVAILABLE.  SESSION WAS FANTASTIC I WISH THERE HAD BEEN EVEN MORE SESSIONS.  I WOULD 
HAVE ATTENDED THEM ALL.  WE NEEDED TREATS AFTER SESSION 1 ON FRIDAY EVERYONE WAS SAYING IN ASTONISHMENT...NO CANDY?  NO POP? 

• WHERE IS THE FRAMEWORKS PIECE? 
• MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES.  JAMES STONE’S PRESENTATION REALLY KEPT OUR ATTENTION.  SOME OF THE PRESENTATIONS WERE 

DRY AND WAS DIFFICULT TO SIT THAT LONG. 
• HOPEFULLY AS TIME GOES ALONG MORE STUFF HEADED TOWARDS MS PROGRAMS.  ALSO MORE DESCRIPTIVE SESSION, DESCRIPTIONS TO HELP WITH 

GOING TO RIGHT SESSION. 
• SESSION ON AUTODESK INVENTOR FOR BEGINNERS INTERMEDIATE ADVANCE. 
• THE PRESENTATION SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR, MATERIALS OF SCIENCE ALGEBRA (A IN COMPUTER DIGITOOLS WERE EXCELLENT--THE PASCO MAN ON 

STATISTICS, THE OLYMPIAN ANDREW MATERIAL WERE BOTH FABULOUS. 
• BEST PRESENTATIONS WERE DAY 1, ON ROBOTICS IN BETHEL SD--WORST OSPI PERSON WHO RAMBLED ON MUDDLED WAS AP PANEL--GOOD 2ND DAY, 

GOOD OSPI SPEAKER. 
• LOVED THE PHOTO SESSION, MORE ON DIGITAL PHOTO INCLUDING A SESSION ROUNDTABLE TO SHARE PRACTICES. 
• I WILL USE GARY’S ASSIGNMENT WITH MY STUDENTS. 
• COULD YOU PUT ALL POWERPOINTS ON A FLASH DRIVE OR ON THE WEBSITE? 
• ENRICHING MATH LITERACY ACROSS CTE CONTENT AREA’S HANDS-ON BREAKOUT SESSIONS (4 HRS). 
• MAYBE BETTER DESIGNATION OF WHAT IS RELEVANT FOR TEACHERS AND WHAT IS RELEVANT FOR ADMINISTRATION OR BOTH COULD BE 

INCORPORATED. 
• LIKE TO SEE MORE RELEVANT TOOLS TO USE IN THE CLASSROOM AND WITH LESSONS. 
• RAN OUT OF COPIES IN SESSIONS, OTHER COPIES MISSED ONE SIDE OF INFORMATION, HANDS-ON ANALYSIS OF CURRICULUM AVAILABLE. 
• EITHER REPEAT SESSIONS OR MOVE SESSIONS AROUND SO THAT DURING ALL SESSION TIMES SOMETHING IN MANY AREAS ARE AVAILABLE. 
• THE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE SESSIONS WERE KIND OF LACKING FOR A FEW--THE “INTEGRATING SCIENCE“ SESSION WAS COMPLETELY UNINFORMATIVE (I 

WOULD HOPE THAT AS TEACHERS WE ALREADY KNOW HOW TO FIND EALRS...I WANTED SPECIFIC EXAMPLES.)  HOWEVER THE 2ND PHOTOGRAPHY 
PRESENTERS WERE OUTSTANDING. 

• SPEAKERS SHOULD HAVE MORE HANDOUTS FOR PARTICIPANTS. 
• RATHER THAN HANDOUTS, WHEN LOOKING AT DIFFERENT PROGRAMS, AND A LIST OF MATERIALS (TEXT, WORKBOOKS, ETC.) I WOULD LIKE TO LOOK 

THROUGH SUCH TEXTS/WORKBOOKS TO SEE HOW THAT MATERIAL LOOKS AND ACTUALLY WHAT I WOULD BE USING.  LOOKING AT ALIGNMENT GRIDS 
DOESN’T SELL ME, HAVING THE ACTUAL MATERIAL WOULD BE BETTER. 

• I AM A MATH TEACHER AND I FOUND THE MATH BASHING TO BE OFFENSIVE. 
• TRAINING MATH TEACHERS TO HELP THE CTE TEACHERS.  POSSIBLE CLASSES TO EXPERIENCE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN MATH/CTE TEACHERS. 
• WHERE ARE MORE MATH TEACHERS, MUST HAVE MORE HANDOUTS FROM EACH GROUP. 
• IT WOULD BE NICE TO SEE MORE SESSIONS ON STEM ENGINEERING/TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION, AS WELL AS MORE GREEN CONCEPTS. 
• HAVE ALL HANDOUTS ON A THUMB DRIVE AT THE END OF THE CONFERENCE.  SOME HAD HANDOUTS OTHERS DIDN’T--NEED TO SAVE PAPER AND 

RESOURCES--EVEN HAVE ATTENDEES BRING THEIR OWN THUMB DRIVE TAGGED WITH THEIR NAME AND LOAD IT ON FRIDAY MORNING--HAVE 
PRESENTERS DOWNLOAD PRESENTATIONS AFTER THEIR SESSION. 

• HOPEFULLY MATH AND SCIENCE CONFERENCES WILL PURPOSEFULLY INCLUDE CTE TEACHERS.  THIS WILL MAKE IT MORE REAL FOR GENERAL ED 
TEACHERS. 

 
SOCIAL EVENT COMMENTS: 

• GOOD FOOD AND DRINKS. 
• EXCELLENT FOOD AND LODGING. 
• WATER AND SOFT DRINKS DURING LUNCH--WE LOVED THE FOOD BUT THERE WERE NO DRINKS. 
• BREAKFAST ON DAY ONE. 
• FOOD/COFFEE WOULD RUN OUT BUT REPLACED IN A REASONABLE AMOUNT OF TIME. 
• A NO-HOST SOCIAL HOUR WOULD BE GOOD TO NETWORK WITH OTHERS. 

 
PROGRAM INFORMATION COMMENTS: 

• HAVE ALL THE POWERPOINT PRESENTATIONS ON A FLASH DRIVE--BUILD COST INTO REGISTRATION. 
• WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE HANDOUT MATERIALS FROM PRESENTERS--LCD PRESENTATION IS GOOD, BUT I AM COLOR BLIND, SOME COLORS ARE TOO 

BRIGHT, HARD TO SEE. 
• I DON'T THINK SOME OF THE PRESENTERS REALIZED THERE WERE BASIC ED TEACHERS ALSO IN THE AUDIENCE.  OUR GOAL WAS TO BRING OUR MATH 

TEACHERS SO THEY WOULD BUY INTO CTE OFFERING THE THIRD YEAR OF MATH. 
• SPEAKER NOTES FROM KEYNOTE SPEAKERS WOULD BE BENEFICIAL. 



• THE QUALITY OF PRESENTERS VARIED WIDELY, MARC SIMMONS’ PRESENTATION WAS EXCELLENT, OTHER PRESENTERS SEEMED UNPREPARED--I WOULD 
HAVE APPRECIATED MORE CONCURRENT SESSION OPTIONS, ESPECIALLY FRIDAY. 

• AGENDA AVAILABLE SOONER. 
• THURSDAY P.M. LAST SESSION HAD NOTHING FOR H.S. LEVEL. 
• THE FLOW WAS EXCELLENT (OF THE SCHEDULE). 
• HAVE A PAGE IN THE PROGRAM THAT GRAPHICALLY SHOWS WHICH SESSIONS ARE AVAILABLE EACH HOUR, MUCH EASIER TO PLAN OUR DAYS HERE.  

OTHER CONFERENCES HAVE THIS AND IT DOES HELP. 
• SLOW INTERNET CONNECTION, BUT NICE HAVING WIRELESS, CONTINUE ADDING MIDDLE SCHOOL RELEVANT SESSIONS PLEASE. 
• IN PROGRAM, CODE BY AUDIENCE--WHO IS SESSION DESIGNED FOR: ADMIN., TEACHER, COUNSELOR, OR ALL. 
• AN AGENDA AVAILABLE PRIOR TO REGISTRATION DEADLINES WOULD HELP ATTRACT TEACHERS AND ADMIN. WHO WOULD BENEFIT FROM THE QUALITY 

SESSIONS AVAILABILITY TO SLIDESHOWS @WEBSITE FOR WA-ACTE WOULD BE GREAT.  TOP NOTCH CONFERENCE. 
• KEEP SESSION LENGTHS TO AN HOUR IN LENGTH. 

 
EXHIBIT COMMENTS: 

• VIEW OF TEXTBOOKS AND CURRICULUM AVAILABLE TO ANALYZE. 
• MAYBE SOME VENDORS. 

 
REGISTRATION COMMENTS: 

• PLEASE CONTINUE TO HAVE AT GREAT WOLF LODGE. 
• OVERALL A GOOD CONFERENCE. 
• GREAT LOCATION, THE VOLCANO WATER SLIDE WAS AMAZING. 
• OVERALL A GOOD CONFERENCE, MARKET TO AWSP/WASH, ETC., IN FUTURE. 
• JAMES STONE WAS A GREAT SPEAKER, OFFERING INNOVATIVE IDEAS.  FRIDAY’S SPEAKERS WERE HARD TO LISTEN TO. 
• FOR THE REGISTRATION FEE--THE MATERIALS WERE VERY LOW--I WAS SURPRISED; ALWAYS LOVE THE SITE--JUST WISH THE PARKING WAS BETTER. 
• THE CONFERENCE WAS GREAT--I BROUGHT 8 PEOPLE FROM OUR DISTRICT. 
• FACILITIES WERE GREAT. 
• THANK YOU FOR HAVING THE CONFERENCE AT GREAT WOLF LODGE AS ALWAYS YOU PUT ON A GREAT CONFERENCE WITH A LOT OF INTERESTING 

VARIETY.  THANK YOU. 
• THE GREAT WOLF LODGE IS AN INCREDIBLE FACILITY FOR HOSTING THIS CONFERENCE, GREAT FOR FAMILY FUN. 
• MARC SIMMONS WAS FANTASTIC--BOTH SESSIONS. 
• MORE INFO FROM PEOPLE AT THE HEART OF DECISIONS BEING MADE, EXAMPLE--DR. STONE, RANDY DORN. 
• EXCELLENT CONFERENCE. 
• GREAT JOB, THANK YOU FOR ALL THE HARD WORK. 
• LOOKED LIKE A LOW BUDGET PRINTED PROGRAM--MAYBE A GOOD IDEA TO SAVE MONEY. 
• THIS CONFERENCE WAS GOOD, I WAS VERY PLEASED AND HAD MY QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 
• PLEASE REPEAT CONFERENCE.  THIS IS MY 3RD YEAR COMING AND I ALWAYS GET GOOD INFORMATION FROM IT. 
• PROVIDING NOTEBOOKS FOR NOTE TAKING, OR SUGGEST AHEAD OF TIME THAT WE BRING OUR OWN. 
• HAVE MORNING SNACKS READY WHEN REGISTRATION STARTS. 
• THIS WAS THE BEST FALL CONFERENCE I’VE BEEN TO, PROUD TO HAVE BROUGHT OUR ADMIN. TO SEE WHAT’S GOING ON IN CTE AND MATH. 
• I’M A HARD CORE APPLIED MATH TEACHER BUT WE STILL NEED A SMALL PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION THAT NEEDS EXTREMELY HIGH LEVEL OF 

MATH--BE NICE TO THE MATH NERDS. 
 
 


